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THE  COIN  MINTS  OF  KAUNAS 


LNA  MEETS 
DEC.  14  IN 

NEW  YORK 

Our  Lithuanian  Numismatic 
Association  will  meet  on  Sunday 
December  l4,  I986  at  10:30  am 
at  the  New  York  International 
Numismatic  Convention,  on  7th 
Avenue  between  52  and  53rd  Sts. 
in  New  York  City. 

The  New  York  International 
Numismatic  'convention  will  be 
held  Saturday-Monday  December 
13-13.  Our  Lithuanian  Numis- 
matic Association  has  partic- 
ipated for  several  years  now, 
and  our  meeting  has  become  an 
annual  event  for  our  members 
to  meet  with  one  another. 

Featured  speedcer  will  be 
our  own  Vincent  W.  Alones, 
who  will  speak  on:  "The  600th 
Anniversatry  of  the  Marriage  of 
Grand  Duke  Jogaila  with  Jad- 
wigA,  ^ueen  of  Poland,  and  the 
Adoption  of  Christianity  in 
Lithuania." 

We  encourage  you  to  tell  your 
friends  about  our  meeting,  and 
bring  tnem  with  you.  This  is 
an  excellent  time  to  meet  mem- 
bers of  our  LNa,  and  share  in- 
formation with  one  another. 

Bring  items  you  have  for 
trade  or  for  sale,  as  well  as 
items  to  show  at  the  meeting. 

Consult  the  major  numismatic 
publications  for  information 
about  the  New  York  Internat- 
ional Coin  Bhow. 


By  Jonas  K.  Karys 

[The  following  article  was  printed  in  Draugas,  December  24, 
1966,  and  reprinted  by  the  author  in  his  book  Numizmatika 
(1970)  pp.  291-298.  It  is  translated  for  us  by  Val  Matelis.] 


In  this  yeair  [I986]  falls  the  anniversary  of  300  years 
from  the  cloture  of  ,the  coin  mint  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Li- 
thuania, active  in  Kaunas,  and  30  years  from  the  establish- 
ment in  that  same  city  of  the  new  mint  producing  coins  of 
Independent  Lithuania,  1936-1939.  Both  these  cited  facts  are 
history  clearly  emphasizing  our  nation's  statehood,  and 
each  almost  equally  attractive.  So  let  us  glance  at  tnem, 

though  somewhat  sketchily,  they 
are  undoubtedly  heartwarming. 

I.  1.  From  the  very  outset  of 
the  union  of  Lithuania-Poland 
("ZeSpospilita"  or  "Republic") 
prosperity  evaded  it,  but  in  the 
middle  of  the  17th  century,  mou- 
ntains of  previously  unexperie- 
nced grief  weighed  upn  her.  Even 
without  mentioning  tne  terrible 
domestic  anarchy,  caused  from  the 
old  misgovernment  by  the  ruling 
classes,  total  disregard  of  jus- 
tice by  the  officials,  boyars 
and  ruling  eshelons  worsening  by 
the  day,  the  continual  war  with 
the  Swedes  and  witn  Moscow  (not 
to  speak  of  the  Likrainiem  kosa- 
ck's  revolt) — all  tnis  led  to 
the  draining  of  the  last  drop  of 
blood  from  this  illy-joined  (and 
even  more  illy-ruled  nation. 

Foreign  armies  repeatedly  de- 
vastated, burned,  and  destroyed 
the  cities,  the  manors,  the 
JONAS  K.  KARYS  (1938  photo)  farms  of  Poland  auid  Lithuania: 


killed,  scattered,  drove  away  the  innocent  inhabitants.  And 
even  the  army-mercenaries  of  the  "ZeSpospolita,"  failing  to 
receive  their  compensation,  rose  not  only  in  revolt,  but  in 
full  strength  preyed  upon  territories  lesser  pillaged,  to 
seize  for  tneraselves  necessities  of  life.  The  masses  of  pea 
sants-serfs,  cruelly  pressed  by  the  boyars,  were  at  a loss 
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-e  are  Ui-uatiag 
;:.i  jr;- -t  auout,  intfuais 
i-rou-Jcu  la  ooviet-occui-ied 
»ai.cn  we  rc^-ortea 
e^vT^ier  la  the  uCtoDer-itov- 
e-iCcr  ijoue  of  lae 

aai.^at . 

Tae  1 iTot  concerns  a 
iit«  revcToe  version  of  tne 
./..rrco-airdnas  ^Otn  anni- 
vero.*rjf  .neaai.  mis  variety 
ae^icts  t::e  airplane  Litu- 
aaica  as  tne  featured  des- 
ijn  on  tae  reveroe.  earl- 
ier versiuns  ue^icted  a taap 
wa.i  oti^i.  anotaer  wita  tne 
ma^  ajiJ  a .uytaical  musc^e- 
y:ian  toee  January,  i':^bb 
issue  ^ • 

iae  si.co..vi  Oj.  oerns 
ii.i  r-ui-l  issued  tc  commem- 
orate tiio  b^th  anniversary 
of  tne  communist  aitiruani- 
u.ri  licws^.ci, jjgt  in  wnicci^o^ 

"Vi Inis."  This  meaai  was 
struck  in  bronse,  6o  mm. 
uiaiacter.  Notice  the  text 
is  ii*  tne  i:.n5iisn  laut^-u- 
aeie. 

Ttie  tail’d  i)ertains 
to  tne  Vilnius  ft^ricul- 
tural  Convention  medal. 

This  was  minted  in  orass, 

5^  mm,  diaii.eter. 


Tns  fu^lGh'T.  Volume  9»  N'o.  2, 
Issue  No.  51*  Tne  official  pu- 
blication of  tne  Lithuanian 
Numismatic  association.  Fraiik 
lassie,  alouon,  i'licnigan, 
aouloN.  nobert  o.  Jouenis, 
Columbia,  MJ,  Cirector.  Cub- 
script  ion/memoership  to  Vol- 
ume 9 *^6  bi-montnly  issues) 
a donation  of  .#10  or  more. 

<vrite:  Litixuanian  immisraatic 
association,  l.u.  box  612, 
Columbia,  Mo  21045.  editor's 
adaress:  frank  lassie,  900  o. 
oaton  .ut.,  alb  ion,  micnigan 
*♦9^14. 

Tne  Litft  is  a memoer  of  the 
/iraerican  Numismatic  /association 

C-117905. 

oiui.-u.'iol  hist  your  Baltic  ma- 
teriax  here!  Commercial  adverti- 
sing rates:  Business  card  inser- 
tion: *51  or  b for  :>25;  lA  P^ige 
„15;  1/2  page  .#25;  Full  page  ;#35 


Top:  Carius-Cirenas  50th  Anniversary  medal,  version  5* 
Center:  Chicago  communist  newspaper  Vilnis  medal. 

Bottom:  Vilnius  /^gric-.ltural  Convention  medal. 


This  pa^ge  is  reproduced  in  .quantity  and  distributed  at 
the  New  York  International  Convention.  If  you  would  like  a 
complete  copy  of  tnis  8 page  issue,  please  write  to  us, 
requesting  it,  and  a membersnip  blank. 


Of  Toiii  MoNTti,  dy  Frana  i-auaic,  >ilbion,  Micnigan. 

UNION  DESIRED  MEDAL 


"UMON  Jiiolrti:.]}.’' 
oculptor:  ietras  itimsa 
Jiametcr;  100  mm. 
i'letal:  Jroiize 
Kintfcge  (est.)  15 

The  medal  entitled  "Union  Uesired" 
(Unijoa  Noriy  is  one  of  several  issued 
by  Litnuanian  scuiptor  and  medalist 
Petras  Kimsa  (ldbl-196l)  in  protest  of 
the  rolish  occupation  of  Lithuania's 
capital  city  Vilnius. 

>in  extensive  study  of  Kirasa's  raed- 
allic  works,  entitled  "The  Medals  of 
Petrus  Himsa"  by  this  author  appeared 
in  the  May,  ly65  issue  of  The  Numism- 
atist as  it's  cover/feature  story, 
atnd  subsequently  was  awarded  a Heath 
Literary  award.  (Copies  of  that  issue 
are  still  available  for  ^2.50  each 
by  writing:  a.N.A.,  F.O.  Box  2566, 
Colorado  Bprings,  Co  00901). 

In  order  to  better  understand  Pi- 
rasa's  feelings  regarding  tnis  medal, 
we  quote  from  that  article: 

The  outbreak  of  World  War  I brought 
severe  hardships  to  Rimsa  and  his  coun- 
trymen, and  Rimsa  was  forced  to  labor  in 
munitions  factories  and  as  a merchant. 

After  Lithuanian  independence  was 
restored  in  1918,  he  returned  to  his  home 
in  the  Lithuanian  capital  of  Vilnius  and 
continued  his  artwork. 

His  return  to  Vilnius,  however,  was 
short  lived.  In  1920  a military  invasion  of 


Above:  Map  printed  in  Litnuania  cr-*.  1925, 
snowing  the  area  of  Lithuania  (in  black) 
occupied  by  Poland  from  1^20  to  1939,  inclu- 
ding the  ca^.ital  city  of  Vilnius. 

Lithuania  by  Poland  and  occupation  of 
Vilnius  by  Polish  troops  forced  Rimsa  to 
flee  the  city.  His  studio  was  lost  and  a 
lasting  bitterness  toward  Poland  was  im- 
planted in  his  heart,  a feeling  that  was 
later  reflected  in  his  medallic  work.  After 
losing  his  studio  in  Vilnius,  Rimsa 
journeyed  to  Berlin  and  other  European 
cities.  He  finally  returned  to  Lithuania 
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v^ontiauea  pa.,e  1.,.. 

tc  i\.uo»  no*  to  i.rottiCt  the.-nselvcs  from  st- 
vation,  .rfhcre  to  seciete  tuemselves  from 
ei-iviemi^s , snu  uitoease.  Ine  yield  of  farm 
f.rjuuct;^,  w.r*tevcr  it  ir.it,ht  have  been, 

^uat  auov^t  Com^^etfcly  ceased;  truae  fal- 
tcx  co.  i..Co.^e  access  ary  to  maintain  tne 
st.te  almost  con.^^ttely  stopped  from  the 
larger  regions  of  tne  nation.  Payments  of 
larger  taxes  bec<-me  steadily  rarer,  less- 
er taxpayers  completely  ceased.  i<eceipts 
from  imports  were  paralyzed.  The  bottom 
of  tne  oeSpospolita  treasury  lay  bare. 

finally  (about  I656),  tne  Congress 
of  the  joint  states  and  tneir  leader, 

Jonas  Kazimieras  Vasa  thing  of  i-oland 
and  Crana  Juke  of  x^ithuania)  became  rea- 
lly troubled  about  the  country's  economy. 

In  the  very  first  place  of  course,  steps 
were  taken  to  retrieve  finances.  The  only 
possibility  available  was  one:  to  reform 
tne  monetary  system.  It  was  believed  that 
witn  a tnorough  revision  of  coin  emission 
the  state's  cash  registers  would  immedia- 
tely be  overflowing,  and  tnis  would  heailp 
lead  the  state  out  of  its  increasingly  cr- 
itical economic  (aurid  political)  crisis. 

The  special  Com;;iittee  appointed  by 
tne  Congress  began  its  task.  However,  it 
quickly  reached  the  conclusion  that  noth- 
ing would  be  gained  by  the  emission  of 
good  silver  coins:  the  metal  was  costly, 
so  the  striking  of  such  coins  would  bring 
no  profit  to  tne  state,  at  this  point, 
the  Italian  Titus  Livius  Boratini,  who 
had  even  risen  to  the  post  of  Financial 
ftOvisor  to  the  King,  offered  the  Commit- 
tee his  scheme:  issue  coins  in  a base  me- 
tal. The  Czar  Alexander  l^lichailoviSius 
(father  of  Peter  I)  had  already  done  the 
same  tning.  The  committee  hooked  itself 
on  that  petard.  In  1659*  it  presented  to 
tne  Congress  a "copper  coin  project," 
and  there,  after  perfunctory  debate,  it 
was  passed,  nccording  to  that  project,  the 
Congress  decided  to  issue  copper  shillings, 
of  wnich  tiiree  would  be  equal  to  the  gras- 
is,  and  this  standard — would  be  mandatory 
to  all  ana  everywhere!  To  start  witn,  2 
million  of  sucn  schillings  would  be  struck 
ana  distributed,  one  million  eacn  between 
Litnuanian  and  Polish  zones.  The  preparation 
of  tnese  coins  was  entrusted  to  that  same 
Ooratini.  Later,  tne  public  gave  civic  rec- 
ognition to  these  worthless  coins  be  desig- 
nating them  "baratinkas" , memorializing  his 
name . 

By  lb60-6l,  the  first  production  of 
tnese  coppers  was  completed  at  Ujazdave, 


Foland.  As  many  were  minted  for  t!ie  roles  as  for 
tne  nitnuanians , for  in  those  days  there  remained 
in  Lithuania  some  nussiai;  nrny  contigents  (from 
the  1655  invasion),  rutit  soon  became  apparent 
that  these  2 million  "zlots"  would  be  u»able  to 
close  all  the  holes  in  the  really  "holy"  natxona] 
exchequer,  so  in  I663,  the  government  again  emit- 
ted an  additional  striking  of  5 million  "zlots" 
of  the  joint  state's  copper  shillings.  However, 
to  produce  such  a massive  issue  of  tnese  coins, 
the  existing  mints  would  not  suffice;  new  ones 
were  needed,  one  of  these,  unexpectedly,  was  as- 
signed to  Kaunas. 

3«  The  Money  Mint  of  the  Grand  Luchy  of  Lith- 
uania in  Kaunas  was  established  by  George  Horn, 
a merchant  of  Jeuizig,  and  owner  of  a copper  proc- 
iessing  fc?ctory,  and  already  striking  there  at  the 
Oliva  Mint  (in  Prussia)  (from  I663)  Lithuanian  co- 
pper shillings.  Judging  from  the  Kaunas  coins,  and 
from  symbols  on  them  and  remaining  documents  it 
is  evident  that  Horn's  Kaunas  mint  was,  for  those 
times,  quite  large.  It  was  founded  at  the  end  of 
1663,  but  its  organization.,  delivery  of  the  mach- 
ines, arranging  them  in  position,  adapting  the 
snelter  and  other  necessary  renovations  for  vari- 
ous technical  work,  and  allocation  of  work  space, 
took  more  than  a year's  time.  So  it  began  opera- 
tions in  full  only  in  I665.  The  mint's  overseer 
was  Andrew,  Horn's  son,  though  the  initials  "GFH" 
of  the  official  leasee  was  struck  on  each  coin. 

In  1666,  those  initials  on  the  sliillings  were 
changed  to  "TLH,"  and  it  would  appear  tnat  George 
Horn  had  transferred  the  leasee's  rignt  to  the 
mint  over  to  one  of  his  relatives,  Theodore  Z. 
Horn,  since  he  personally  had  his  hands  full  at 
his  Oliva  Mint. 

That  Kaunas  mint  operated  by  leassee  right 
with  the  approval  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Lithuania,  just  as  all 
other  coin  mints  in  the  ZeCpospolita.  The  contract 
noted  the  name  of  the  mint,  the  location,  to  whom 
and  for  what  period  and  under  what  conditions  it 
was  leased;  the  type  of  coins  and  under  what  provi 
sion  of  the  Congress  it  was  ordained;  clear  auth- 
ority to  ovei'see  the  work  by  the  Treasury's  repre- 
sentatives; tne  premises  of  tlie  Mint  was  held  to 
be  government  property,  though  the  improvements, 
repair.s,  etc.,  were  the  responsibility  of  the 
leassee — he  also  selected  the  necessary  workmen 
for  the  mint.  Only  the  min'ts  accountability  was 
to  be  tne  duty  of  a secretary  appointed  by  the 
government  office. 

Go  coins  were  struck  in  part  by  the  old  st- 
yle— with  hammes  (the  lower  die  securely  attached 
to  an  ouivil,  while  the  upper  die  was  struck  from 
above  by  a controlled  weight  (called  a "beer") 
with  a substantial  amount  of  force;  and  secondly, 
by  a screw  press,  invented  in  the  15th  century  by 
Italians,  and  improved  in  the  l6th  century  by  the 
Geblai  brothers,  and  perfected  in  the  17th  cen- 
tury. >in  experienced  mor.eycr's  assistant  would 


place  metal  blanks  between  the  dies.  The 
operation  proceeded  quite  speedily.  Unf- 
ortunately, tnere  ai-e  no  data  to  show  how 
many  copper  snilliutjs  the  Kaunas  Mint 
produced  [Nwri'.:  oee  our  "Litnuanian  Cop- 
per oniilinaS"  series  we  are  featuring 
Here  in  The  Knight;  new  data  has  surf- 
aceu/J  . /ixl  we  luiow  is  tnat  it  attempted 
to  produce  as  many  as  it  coula,  because 
tnus  the  ^eassee's  profit  would  grow.  And 
inueed,  the  profit  from  the  copper  shil- 
lings was  truly  lucrative  to  the  producer 
(ai.d  to  tne  stated.  For  example,  from  a 
pound  of  copper,  at  that  time  costing 
about  13  grasis,  300  coins  were  struck, 
whose  face  value  amounted  to  100  grasis. 

Of  that  number,  57^  remained  witn  the 
mint's  leasee,  ns  a result,  tiie  Horn  fa- 
mily (as  well  as  other  coin  "proviaers" 
of  Lithuania-! oland)  naving  come  to  the 
state's  assistance,  grew  perceptibly 
wealthier,  daily. 

Alas,  the  state  did  not  become  weal- 
thier. And  its  rulers  did  not  realize  that 
tne  flood  of  wortnleos  coins  would  not  re- 
pair the  collapsing  economy,  but  would  br- 
ing down  greater  misfortune.  The  more  than  12 
million  "zlots"  worth  of  coppers  strewn  in 
tiiC  joint  state  during  I66O  to  1666  (and  added 
to  that,  tne  untold  millions  counterfeited 
locally,  and  those  actually  "struck"  in  the 
official  mints  of  Hungary,  Fruesia,  6uid  in 
owedisn-occupied  Kiga;  soon  drove  out  of 
circulation  more  valuable  coins,  raised  prices 
to  record  heignus,  cut  the  roots  finally  of 
all  trade  and  of  any  kind  of  economic  cont- 
racts. Foreign  governments  closed  their  doo- 
rs to  this  coin, and  local  inhabitants  ref- 
used to  accept  them.  Dissatisfaction  grew 
in  tne  land  and  indignation  rose,  a revolt 
against  the  state  was  threatening.  Complaints 
poured  into  the  ruler,  delegations  of  boyars 
and  txje  higher  clergy  began  to  plague  him. 

So  John  Casimir  Vaza,  ordinarily  a weak- 
willed  and  irresolute  ruler,  on  tne  28th  day 
of  uecembtr  1666  issued  a stern  order  to  close 
immediately  all  the  Mints  throughout  the 
se2pospolita.  And  so,  the  first  Kaunas  mint 
of the  Grand  Duchy  of  uitnuania  ended  it's 
days.  Its  actual  address  is  still  being  det- 
ermined. 

4.  I note  from  the  "Lithuanian  Cultural 
history"  Volume  3i  issued  by  the  National  Fo- 
litical  and  Scientific  Literature  puolishers 
of  Vilnius,  in  I98I,  pp.  234-243,  tnat  a cer- 
tain L.  Laucevi2ius,  unknown  tome,  writes  of 
two  mints  in  Kaunas,  ostensibly  prooucing 
copper  snillings  during  tnat  same  "inflat- 
ionary" period  (1664-1666).  Despite  this  dou- 
bling, he  alleges  that  the  second  Kaunas  Hint 
struck  not  only  Horn's  aforementioned  copp- 
ers, but  also  several  silver  coins,  and  even 
a half-ducat  and  a ducat  of  gold,  which  well 
regarded  numismatists  address/attribute  to 


to  the  Lit.iuan.an  Hrueta  [ore;.* -Lit. 'Vsk^ 
Vilnius  Cowh  mints. 

That  author's  arguments  lion  faxle  to  con- 
vince iiiO , ana  a.  personally  after  tnree  yearo 
of  rcecarc.i,  have  still  not  been  able  tc  fi-d 
any  clecir  evidences  of  nis  as;ertions.  /.t 
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tr.is  time  it  appears  to  me  tnat  in  tne  ar- 
ticle by  n.jj,,  the  same  Hor;i's  copper  shilling 
Mint  is  confused,  aind  from  its  premises,  items 
of  one  kind  or  anotner  were  placed  into  tne 

mint,  wnen  this  mint  wan  likewise  closed 


by  tne  aforementioned  oruer  of  John  waslmir,  and 
had  no  place  else  to  put  away  safely  its  re- 
maining dies  and  other  important  materials. 

And  truly,  it  makes  no  sense,  wny  "in  tne  year 
l664"  there  would  have  been  a need  to  estao- 
lish  in  Kaunas,  anotner,  as  if  a competitive 
plant,  to  strike  copper  shillings,  -hen  Horn  al- 
ready had  tne  legal  rignt  to  proauce , and  ac- 
cording to  that  same  L.  LauceviSius,  "in  1663 
he  came  to  Kaunas  and  pursuant  to  a separate  co- 
ntract with  J.  Krishpin  Kirshenstein  ^Treasurer 
of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Litnuania),  established  a 
mint  to  strike  copper  shillings"!  Furtiier,  he 
contradicts  nis  own  argument  for  a "second  Kaunas 
Mint"  by  stating  that  "no  accounting  of  tnis  (the 
second)  mint,  nor  documents  of  the  Comptro- 
ller of  the  Treasury,  nor  any  contracts  have  sur- 
vived." Now,  both  Hr.  ijauceviSius  and  I both  know 
well  that  many  traces  remain  of  norn's  first 
mint's  activity  and  nis  settlements  with  the 
state . 


I hope  that  L.i..  (if  he  still  lives)  will 
continued  to  strive,  as  I do,  to  find  the  full 
truth  in  the  future.  "Cultural  cooperation"  ini- 
tiatives, in  this  matter  were  disrupted,  I am 
certain,  not  for  reasons  either  of  us  could  con- 
trol. 

[We  hope  this  article  will  be  compared 
with  the  current  series  we  have  been  featuring  on 
ti-e  Lithuanian  Copper  shillings.  We  featured  an 
article  by  LauceviSius  earlier  in  The  Knight. 


RIMSA 

Continued  from  page  3*.* 

and  made  his  home  in  Kaunas,  the  tem- 
porary capital  of  the  country. 

Rimsa  is  said  by  many  to  have  had  a 
stuttering  problem,  and  consequently  he 
talked  very  little.  When  the  subject  of  the 

Polish  occupation  of  Lithuania's  capital 
came  up,  however,  he  suddenly  became 
very  eloquent  and  spoke  as  an  expert  on 
the  subject. 

OBVLHoL  DLJCHIFTIDN:  The  obverse  of  the  me- 
dal features  an  extremely  grotesque  tneme.  It 
depicts  a naked  and  prostitute  Poland  offering 
herself  forcibly  to  a Litnuanian  male,  who  is 
fleeing  from  the  offer  in  his  national  costume, 
flimsa's  signature  and  the  date  "1923"  ^^re  loca- 
ted at  tne  two  o'clock  position.  This  same  scene 
was  printed  on  postcards  produced  by  AimSa. 

(Continued  on  page  6...) 


6. 


LITHUANIAN  COPPER  SHILLINGS  AND  THEIR 
MINTAGES  1663-1667 

BY-  STASYS  JANUSONIS 


Continued  from  laat  issue... 


54 

for  ti.e  sum  of  7.100|000  auksinas  and 
i'..-.  doratini  obligated  himself  on  the 
ctcond  contract  likewise  for  1,227,853 
auksinas.^^ 

MS  shown  by  the  promulgated  settle- 
ment accounts,  both  contractors  failed 
to  meet  tneir  i.ronised  schedules,  kea- 
cning  their  deadline  was  prevented  by 
the  protesting  public,  whose  known  int- 
ention was  supported  by  King  Jonas  Ka- 
zimieras,  who  at  tne  end  of  1666  forbade 
the  further  issuauice  of  the  copper  sh- 
illings. 

Tne  prograi)  was  best  organized  in  the 
mint  at  i-ithuanian  Brasta,  where  work 
proceeded  at  the  highest  speed.  At  that 
time,  without  delving  into  the  working 
versions  of  tne  tnree  mentioned  mintes, 
and  following  the  combined  figures  of  the 
National  Treasury,  we  may  estimate  that 
copper  shillings  were  here  struck  in  the 
total  sum  of  2,67^,268  auksinas  emd  10 
graiis.58 

m.G.  Horn  lagged  far  behind  the  sp- 
eed of  his  two  colleagues.  In  the  mints 
under  his  supervision  he  struck  these 
coins:  at  t^unas,  for  the  sum  of  448,648 
auksinas,  6 grasis  and  one  denar.  At 
harienourg — for  the  sum  of  677,700  auk- 
sinas, l4  gratis  and  11  denars. 57 

witnout  going  into  precise  reckon- 
ii.g,  requiring  the  attention  of  a spec- 
ialist, from  rough  accounting  we  can 
judge  approximately,  according  to  the 
signed  contracts,  there  were  supposed  to 
be  struck,  including  those  at  tne  Ujazdov 
mint,  Lithuaniain  coj>per  shillings  in  the 
total  sum  of  22,556,386  auksinas  and  3 
grasis.  However,  there  were  struck  in 
fact  not  a full  half — in  the  sum  of 
9,952,022  auksinas , 21  gratis  and  11 
denars,  or  895,682,045  shillings. 

Particularly  worthwhile  data  can  be 
obtained  from  the  so-called  above  normal 
or  remainder  (zbysz  or  przybysz58)  re- 
ports. That  is  nothing  else  than  an  expre- 
ssion by  a percentile  of  variation  of  the 
emitting  coins  from  normal  weight,  at  the 
same  time  tneir  increase  in  amount. 

Thus  is  the  striking  of  coins  judged, 
following  the  rule  AL  MmACO,  where  a cer- 
tain number  of  coins  must  issue  from  em 
appropriate  weight  of  raw  material,  direc- 
ting less  attention  to  the  exactness  of 
each  coin.  On  the  other  hand,  it  admitted 


concealing  the  unjust  profit,  for  in  the  long  run, 
heavier  blanks  were  in  the  minority,  and  they  progre- 
ssively outweighed  by  the  lighter  coins,  permitting 
additional  profit. 

By  our  computations,  at  the  Oliva  mint,  more  coins 
were  struck  than  the  copper  material  called  for  (dep- 
ending on  the  raetnod  of  accounting  selected),  in  the 
first  case — 3.6%  mderweight  copper  shillings;  in  the 
second  case — 2.02%;  and  the  third — 1.25?b.  This  ratio 
is  set  at  the  other  mints  as  follows:  At  Vilnius — 
2.8%;  at  Lithuanian  Brasta — 2.6%;  at  Kaunas — 5.4%;  at 
Marienburg — 4.2%*  As  we  can  see,  A.G.  Horn  was  twice 
as  dishonest  as  T.L.  Boratini.  Further,  these  docu- 
ments disclose  that  the  metrological  data  built  up  on 
coins  found  in  hoards  are  absolutely  unreliable,  and 
unacceptable  in  the  analysis  of  Lithuanian  shillings. 

The  eleven  previously  unknown  documents  appended 
hereto  fill  in  great  part  a historicgraj.hical  gap  rel- 
ating to  the  1663-1667  Lithuanian  copper  shillings. 
They  clearly  show  not  only  the  activity  dates  of  the 
separate  mints,  but  their  amounts  of  shillings  emit- 
ted, and  finally,  we  learn  of  the  hitherto  unknown 
existence  of  the  uLL  money  mint  at  Marienburg.  The 
author  thanks  V.  kaudeliCnas  for  pointing  out  the 
documents,  located  at  Kiev. 

• * • * 

[The  above  concludes  the  text  portion  of  Mr. 
Janugonis'  article.  Beginning  next  month,  we  will  be 
featuring  the  11  charts  which  give  detailed  statis- 
tical information  regarding  each  mint's  emissions.] 

RIMSA 
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RLVHRBL  DESCHIlTIoN : Depicted  is  the  Union 
rejected,  with  Poland  exterminating  all  that  is  Lit- 
huanian in  Vilnius.  In  I925,  the  lolish  occupational 
regime  began  an  assault  on  Lithuanian  school  chil- 
dren for  their  outspoken  nationalism.  As  a result, 
Himsa  graphically  portrays  the  same  deranged  Polish 
figure  devouring  innocent  Lithuanian  school  child- 
ren in  front  of  the  famous  Cathedral  of  Vilnius.  The 
children  are  shown  fleeing  from  the  Polish  terror. 

The  legend  reads  NUO  EiARO  BADO  UGINIHS  IR  NUO  LSNKU 
UNIJOo  IBGL’LBiK  MUo  VILoPaTIE,  which  translates, 

From  Pestilence,  Famine,  Fire,  and  Union  with  Poland, 
Deliver  Us,  0 Lord!  The  .ur.c.vclopedia  Lituanica 
states  (Vol  IV,  p.  319)  "During  tnis  period  of  I ol- 
ish  annexation  (1920-39),  a strict  and  deliberate 
Polonization  policy  was  carried  out  in  Vilnius:  Lith- 
uanian activists  were  persecuted  and  imprisoned, 
schools  closed,  associations  dissolved,  and  existing 
Lithuanian  church  services  abolished," 

It  is  estimated  that  only  a dozen  or  so  of  these 
medals  were  struck,  all  privately  by  RimSa.  One  such 
medal,  tne  only  one  known  to  be  in  existence  here  in 
the  West,  is  currently  on  exhibit  at  the  Balzekas 
Museum  of  Litnuanian  Culture  in  Chic-go. 


ADS 

*ANTi^:  1916  3 Kopek  "Ost"  iron 
co^n  froa  "h"  mint  in  XF  or  better, 
2 Mark  Kernel  banKnote , view  post- 
cards of  Lithuania,  19^2  book. 
Timeless  Lithuania  by  0.  Norem, 
and  back  issues  of  The  Knight  Nos. 
2-5,  7,  9-1^.  16,  17,  20,  22,  and 
35*  J.K.  areene,  33  Bearsden  kd., 
Athol,  Mass  01331* 

• * • 


FOR  oaLL:  3^7  color  glossy 
color  photograph  of  the  "new"  un- 
released 500  Lit4  banknote  P-A21 
(unreleased)  now  listed  and  illus- 
trated in  the  new  rick  catalog, 
see  January,  I986  issue  of  The 
Knight  for  details.  Frank  lassie, 
9o0  h.  saton  o^.,  Albion,  MI 

49224.  no. 

• • • 

FOR  sArus:  Visit  Lithuania  1939 
tourist  book  in  Lj^glish  language. 
Collector's  item!  rublished  by  the 
Litnuanian  Tourist  Association. 
Book,  Hearken  Then  Judge  about 
i^ithuanicui  i^isplaced  lersons,  pri- 
nted in  western  zone  of  Germany, 
ca.  1947*  Interesting!  Books  are 
!ilO  each.  Balzekas  Museum  of  Lith- 
uanian Culture,  6300  S.  Pulaski  Rd. 

Cnicago,  IL  6o629* 

« » • 

want/fgr  Ball  alb  arl  frle  to 
N0N-C0M‘';LrC1aL  LNa  MLMBLRB!  libt 
YOUR  IThMB  HLaL.  LlTB  GLT  BoML 
NLW  ANJ  LIFFLxxLNT  ALB  FOR  THE 
NEXT  IBoUE.  BEND  YOUR  ALB  TO  THE 
ELITOR  OF  THE  KNIGHT.  REMEMBER, 

THIB  IB  OUR  AoBOCIaTION.  LET'B 
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letters 

I was  in  Chicago  on  business  at  the  end  of  ^epteaber  and 
decided  to  satisfy  a goal  of  mine  of  several  years  standing 
by  visiting  the  Balzekas  Museum  of  Litnuanian  Culture.  1 
was  happy  1 did,  for  it  may  be  some  time  before  I return 
again  to  your  side  of  the  globe. 

My  visit  was  on  a weekday  about  two  weeks  after  the 
grand  opening  and  as  a consequence  I did  not  have  to  battle 
with  the  opening  day  crowds.  In  fact,  there  were  only  a 
handful  of  us  in  the  building  so  I was  able  to  examine  the 
exhibits  at  my  leisure. 

The  displays  in  the  numismatic-philatelic  room  were 
tastefully  and  professionally  arranged  and  I think  all  of 
us  in  the  LNA  should  offer  thanks  for  all  the  time  and 
effort  that  you  and  others  must  have  put  into  the  design 
and  aosembly  of  the  contents  of  the  room.  I have  two  re- 
grets: first  that  my  time  was  limited  to  about  five  hours 
at  the  museum,  and  second,  since  I live  so  far  away  I will 
not  be  able  to  visit  as  often  as  I would  like.  A well 
deserved  "well  done"  to  you  Frank.  I heartily  recommend 
spending  a day  at  tne  Museum  to  anyone  traveling  in  the 
vicinity  of  Cnicago. 

My  copy  of  The  Knight  is  read  from  cover  to  cover  the 
day  it  arrives  and  re-read  while  waiting  for  the  next  issue. 

— Leonard  De  Lang,  Japan. 


The  last  issue  of  The  Knight  was  a good  balance  betw- 
een news  and  other  items.  Keep  the  good  balance  if  possible. 
— J.R.  Greene,  MA, 


NEWS 

World  Coin  News  has  been  featuring  a lengthy  article 
about  Litnuania's  coinage,  written  by  our  own  LNh  member, 
Micnael  T.  Bhutterly.  Entitled  simply  "Lithuania,"  a 
picture  of  the  1922  100  Litq  banknote  showing  the  bust  of 
Vytautas  the  Great  was  featured  on  the  front  cover  of  the 
November  I8,  I986  issue,  along  with  a drawing  of  Vytau- 
tas' 1 deneir  coin  with  tne  Columns  of  Gediminas  and  tne 
Bpear /Cross  emblems. 

This  article  is  a must  for  Lithuanian  collectors.  We 
are  also  thankful  that  the  author  checked  with  us  first 
for  suggestions  and  help.  It  is  heartening  to  see  articles 
about  Lithuania  with  the  names  spelled  correctly!  Often 
articles  will  erroneous  contain  tolish,  German,  or  Russ- 
ian spellins  of  Lj_thuanian  cities  and  personalities. 

Those  interested  in  obtaining  a copy  of  that  issue, 
and  subsequent  issues,  may  write.  World  Coin.  News , Krause 
Publications,  lola,  Wisconsin,  34990.  Cost  is  »1  a copy; 
a subscription  is  !>22.30  a year.  Many  of  our  UtA  members 
subscribe  to  WCN,  and  Litnuanian  coins  are  frequently  of- 
fered for  sale  in  ads  by  dealers,  at  competitive  prices. 

Regarding  am  earlier  letter  about  the  commercial  value 
of  Lithuania's  medieval  coins,  see  Jonas  K.  Kory's  Anc- 
ient Lithuanian  Currencies,  English  translation,  which 
all  Ll^A  members  received  a few  years  ago.  On  pg.  232  it 
gives  a few  prices  for  a cow,  pig,  sheep,  and  goose,  as 
well  as  the  average  day's  wages,  which  were  1.3  graSis. 
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vidid  ndv, ) 6500  S.  rUL^SKI  RD,  CHICAGO, 

ou^ylies 

-itnuar.iaii  modern  coins  "Capital  Plastic" 
holaer  (blue),  desi^jned  by  The  Knight 
editor,  features  map  of  Lithuania,  Vy- 
tis  enibiem,  and  dates/denominations 
for  the  complete  Y-1-14  circulation 
set.  il9.95» 

Sookette  (tan)  for  above  holder, 

»4.50;  fitting  tool  for  tight  fit 
coins,  »2.50;  easel  for  propping  hol- 
der up  on  bookshelf, 

Books 


’fAmniaM  VMffu'ie 

ILL.  60629  (312)  582-6500 


Novelties 

ej^'lLthuania"  with  Vytis  emblem  & Columns^mblem  bright 
y®  frisbee!  Great  gift  to  the  kids  for  Christmas! 
t4.00. 

BUMPLR  GTICKLRo,  S2.50  each:  Labas;  Lithuanian  and 
Proud  of  it;  I Love  Lithuanians,  It's  Lxciting  to  be 
Litnuanian;  Lki  Lithuania,  Lietuva. 

fLAGS:  Lesk  flag  with  stand,  tt2.50;  outdoor  5’  x 5’ 
It27.50. 

Lith.  license  plate  frame,  S6.00;  plate,  86.00. 

Handwoven  Lithuanian  bookmarks,  85*00*  86.00;  810.00. 

Lithuanian  straw  (plastic)  Christmas  ornaments,  83*00 


Ne pr iklausomos  Lietuvos  Pinigai  [Indep- 
endent Lithuanian  Money]  by  Jonas  K. 
Karys  (1953)*  Out-of-print,  we  have 
the  last  of  these  classic  works  by 
tne  mint  director  Karys.  820  SUPPLY 
nlMITLD! 

Numizmatika,  by  Jonas  K.  Karys  (1970) 
Hard-cover,  first  portion  is  a Lith- 
uanian numismatic  dictionary,  last  se- 
ction is  a compilation  of  numismatic 
articles  written  by  Karys.  1 left, 

»25. 

Cyclopedia  of  Lithuanian  Numismatics, 
by  Jr.  Alexandrs  HaSkus  (1965)*  This 
book  is  notorious  for  its  lack  of 
scholarship;  however,  it  has  become  a 
classic  in  its  own  right.  Bi-lingual 
(Lithuaniam/nnglish)  text.  During  the 
move  to  the  new  museum,  we  found  two 
big  boxes  of  these  books  we  didn't 
know  about.  Lvery  LNA  member  should 
have  one  of  tnese  in  tneir  Lithuanian 
numismatic  library.  Do  you?  SrLCIAL 
LNA  PRICL;  8]^I  (plus  82.00  p & h). 

Postage  Gtanips  of  Lithuania,  the  highly 
illustrated  standard  reference  on  Li- 
thuaniain  stamps.  Hcird-cover,  in  iinglish. 
822. 

Lithuanian-i^glish  Dictionary , 820. 

Lnglish- Lithuanian  Dictioneiry , 820. 

Lithuanian  Christoias  Ornament  Instru- 
ction . 83*50* 

Litnuanian  Cookery,  by  I.  Sinkeviciute 

811.75* 

ropular  Lithueuiiein  Recipes  by  Josephine 
Dauzvardis.  86.75* 

Litnuania-700  Years  (important  standard 
reference  history  book)  822.00 

uitnuanian  National  Costumes  (hard-cover, 
colorful)  83^*00. 

Lithuanian  Self-Taught  85*00  (learn  how) 

Lithuanians  in  Multi-Ethnic  Chicago 

(Until  World  Aar  II)  820.00 


CRYSTAL  WITH  HAND  CRAFTED  VYTIS 


Water/High  Ball  Glass  ...  .$  9.95 

Wine  Glass 9,50 

Water  Glass 1 1 .95 

Small  Plate 10.00 

Brandy  Snifter 12.00 

Large  Water  Pitcher  .......  34.50 

Small  Pitcher/Creamer 17.50 

Bell 30.00 

Large  Tulip  Plate 39.50 

Ice/Champagne  Bucket 45.00 

Bud  Vase 18.50 

Bud  Vase 25.00 

Covered  Candy /Cookie  Jar . 27.50 
Sculptured  Mantel  Piece  . . . 47.50 


LITHUANIAN  LANGUAGE,  SONG  AND  DANCE  CASSETTE 
LEARN  LITHUANIAN 

Side  1 - “An  Evening  with  Birute”  - Conversational  Lithuanian  (Vaiva  Ensemble) 


Side  2 


Lithuanian  Songs  sung  by  the  Knights  of  Lithuania  Choir;Lithuanian  Dances 

fAidas  BandL''  tiooc  ^ 

$18.95  each, 


A 60  ^page  booklet  included  with  the  cassette  contains  the  text  tor  “An  Evening  with 
Birute’  , sheet  music  for  the  songs  and  dances,  maps  of  Lithuania,  Lithuanian  recipes. 
Lithuanian  fa.dt  sheets,  a chroriological  table,  a brief  synopsis  of  Lithuanian  historical  ana 
cultural  roots,  life  today,  and  Lithuanian  -American  accomplishments. 


MUSEUM  MEMBERSHIP:  (Family)  825.00  for  1 year.  Buy 
a Brick  810.00  (please  specify  numismatic  department). 


COINS 

Get  your  kids,  relatives,  and  friends  interested  in 
Lithuanian  numismatics.  Give  a Lithuanian  coin  for  Chr- 
istmas! 

SPECIAL:  Y-12  1936  5 Litai,  .750  silver,  featuring 
Jonas  BasanaviSius  on  obv.  VF-XF  average,  815  each, 
or  3 for  845. 

Y-13  1936  10  Lit^,  .750  silver,  featuring  Vytau- 
tas  the  Great.  Independent  Lithuania's  most  beautiful 
coin.  AU-UNC  86O;  XF  850,  VF  $45.  Everyone  should 
have  one  of  these! 

Other  coins:  Y-1  1 centas  1925  VF  812. 

Y-2  5 Cental,  1925  VF  815* 

Y-3  10  CentH,  1925  XF  8I8;  VF  812. 

Y-4  20  CentH,  1925  VF  $18,  F 812,  VG  $9 

Y-6  1 Litas,  1925  XF  818,  VF  $15,  F 812,  VG  810 

Y-7  2 Litu,  1925  AU  828,  XF  825,  VF  820,  F 815,  VG  812 

Y-8  5 Litai,  1925  VF  $30,  F 820. 

Y-9  1 Centas,  1936  XF  815,  VF  812 
Y-10  2 Cental,  1936  VF  812 
Y-11  5 Cental,  1936  VF  813,  F SIO 
Y-l4  10  Litii  Commemorative  ,Smetona.  AU-UNC  890. 


Please  include  sufficient  postage  on  all  orders.  Mention  you  saw  this  in  Ilie  Knight 


